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T0 TEST RIGHT
OF DR. MORTON

T0 PRACTISE

Medical Society Holds Law
Offsets Object Intended in
President’s Pardon.

HOPES TO SOLVE
PROBLEM FAVORABLY

Will Ask Courts to Restore
Physician to His Former
Position as Last Resort.

MEDICAL ACT GOVERNS

Any Attempt to Tamper with the
State Statute, It Is Said, Will
Meet Strenuous Opposition.

of the
with

County
the

Medical Society

T

of New confronted

York s
gisagreeanle duty of
of Dr. William Jv Morton
medicine in this state.

Morton, who served a term in the

apposing the right

to practise

Pr.
tedera] prison at Atlania after a con-
n for misuge of the mails in con-
with mining frauds, was on De-
President Wil-

vieti
pection
cember 10 pardoned by

gon for the eXpress purpose of restor-

ng the aged physicians right to prac-
tise his profession
The words “that he may resume his

in

A & of medicine” were writtien
Practi

the pardon is contended that the
medical law ie state is so rigid in
ns that it automatically de-

It
of t

its provi
[eats ohiect intended by the Presi-
ient s pard Section 2 of the medical
[aw prov ‘
Nor st n\ person practise unded
thiz act = as ever been convicted |
of o felony by any court, or whose au-
shority to ractise is suspended or re-
vok by the Regents on recommenda- |

gtate hoard. The conviclion

wen of t

of a felony shall include the « onviction |
W &2 fence which, of committed
vithin the State of New York, would

felony under the laws

Board of Censers te Act.
under con

i matter i= now
tior he County Medical Boclety,
and Is ted to be drtermined at
the next meeting of the Board of (en-
sors, It is a matter of regret to most
of the members of the society who are

unfortunate

interested in Dr. Morton's
posit i would be glad to gee him
regS hHt to practise

It is said ¢+ one or two of the more

prominent officers of the society are

working in the hope of a solution of
the problem that will result favorably
to Dr. Morton.

Dr. Morton realizes the disability,
and his attorney, Joseph H. Choate,

consultatio

Jr.. has een in frequent

with the officers of the poclety sinca
the pardon was granted. It is under-
stood that an effort is Leing made to
find some way out of the difficuit)
without . sking the courts 1o restore
Dr. Morton to his former position.

1t is understood. however, that the
gociety feeles that the only way In
which the guestion can be decided is
some action in the courts, and it has

been suggested that a test case might | F
the attorneys for Dr. |’
Morten and the counsel to the medical | @

be erranged by

socicty,

A pardon by the President has never
been w feature in an application tor the
restoration of a physician convicted of

a felony, There are two cases in the
State courts where s pardon was
granted by Governor Dix, but both

these men lost, the contention of the
County Medical Society that a pardon
while restoring the rights of citizen-
thip 4id not include the right to prac-
tise medicine. helng sustained,

May Amend Medical Law.

It was intimated yesterday that an
ffort might be made to amend the
t medical law #o as to remove the
Hi% The law is sald to be one
wag not intended to operate as
as in Dr. Morton's case.
Dr. John Van Doren Young,
tery of the County Medical Society,
said that any effort to tamper with the
present law would meet with strenuous
opposition on the part of the profes-
slon, and he hoped that Dr. Morton, for
whom every one in the profession had
the best wishes, would find that the
fuestion could be solved in some way
that would still leave the law as It |=,

PLAYS SANTA CLAUS AT 97

Russell Ju;lz, Yale, '46, and
Pauper, Needs No Mukeup.

[By Telegraph to The Tribune. |

Marghall, Mich., Dec. 24.—Russell I
Judd, ninety-seven vears old, a mem-
ber of the Yale class of *46, played the
role of Banta Claus at the Calhoun
County Poor House this evening. Nol
much of a costume was necded, his
fidwing white beard and henign coun-
tenance bearing a marked resemblance
1o the usual portrayal of Eanta Claus.

Judd s a son of Russell Judd, once
dean of the Lane Theologlcal Seml-
nary, He was born In Cincinnatl,
Though feeble physically he is vigor-
our mentally, and keeps abreast of cur-
rent eventno.
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PARCEL POST WINS
SANTA’S APPLAUSE

Large Cities Join in Tribute
to Uncle Sam’s New
Venture.

000 EXTRA MEN
AT N. Y. OFFICE

Million Pounds of Christmas
Gifts Leave City in Twenty-
four Hours.

From almost every city of conse-

quence throughout the country there

came last night enthusiastie reporte of

the satisfactory servics the parcel

post, In New York Postmaster Morgan
eatimated that the volume of parcel

of

post matter handied by his army

clerks and carriers had doubled in a
year Yer he was able to report an
utter lack of congestion, All mall mat-
ter, he =aid, was helng dellvered on
time, thanks to his foresight in hiring

wagons, brewery

and other assort-

countless express

trucks, moving

Vvane

WILSON WHIRLING
" THROUGH SOUTH

Greetings to Carolinians
and Georgians.

HIS HEALTH BETTER
THAN IN MANY WEEKS

Removal of Mental Strain Over
Currency Bill Produces
| Beneficial Effect.

to The Tribune |

By Telegraph
Atlanta, Ga., D 24.—1(0On  board
I'resident’s special train)— Extending

| v hipistmns groetings to the crowds that
i;:,n'lnlr'ui to greet him  wherever his

spiecial train stopped, President Wilson

wis whirled through three states tn-
diax to Pass Christian, Miss, where he
will =pend the holidays North Caro-
Vima, South Carolina and Geargla were
traversed by the special bearing the
President sl his family

The President went to the back plat

form at ¢ach stop

President Admired }‘al‘ﬂt-iﬂg—- ed vehicles to handle the tremendous | a< many peaple as possible, He chatted
Christmas Gift from Wife. |rurplus of packages freely with those who crowded about
A painting which President “‘““h““,l Although yesterday nas the day im-1; i car. but made speochi
Wilson has long admired will he “_,1,,1'5“7’ "hl'lﬂn':'-.w the heasjest da) 1"_-!' thel A Iarge crowd awaited the special
of his most prized Christmas gifts ORI ETIIC | RpRERTIRRL _TI'(F' at Salisbury, N. (7, this morning. hut
The art work i5 a landscape, "The i y Tuesday, Mr. Morgan =aild \\'-:is the Prestdent did not leave hls cur un
Wondchoppers,” by H. Holart Nirhols the heaviest day ever experienced by til he reached Charlotte, whers he
widely known as a landscape artist ny of Uncle Sam's postoffice -’""l 85 | shonk hands with about five hundred
formerly of Washington and whose Consia “l.nll more than & million | persons
studio now at RBronxvilie, N. Y pounds of Chirl '-"I'-" gifs .]' ft the ‘-U'l You are the greatest American, lHv-
The canvas has been on view in the ¥ URER AR riwa ind steamship ling or Jdead exclaimed u man in the
| Corcoran yallers m Washingion S !:'I s "”l“.. Nl -h”l“ apobdamil i -.”:
where the F tdent had seen it and [rGRIEhE L0 IIdmat Ok Quna 49 i T.‘hh.l. L mied 1he: resicent
expresecd his admiration for the work | Breat a f-'nll:'::' poured in from evers l Shake hands with old Caroling
S NROWRAEs of 1its, MEe. niison | U Sy SOR GHRGSMMION Hese e L e e Bl
t the pleture :m-i-}:,\:-' made It a VR R -.lh; iy OIS Hinn ’! in, wearing high hoots bespattered
Chrigtmas gift to her husband eAlin waguns” Aasl Mr. Novgen i oo . . "
3 terdas “We have added e Certainly laughe Ir Wilson,
- | 500 emplaves to the staff L In | leaning over the car ra
TREE HITS AUTO‘ | ing the drivers of these wigons. Inad-| Many women brought their babies ¢
* I!r:|‘:--|\ we have had our men work thre l et iresldent andd M W |
{or four hours overtime cach i Al t m all
DEATH GRAZES TWO*”“"'—‘ we could not do before under the | Mern hristma v Hapy -
= | el faw. This vear the men are freig 1] " 1
' for avertime and th make no The President retired for @ nap after
Forest Giant Crushes Machine, ' ten. Under the old fan we cou eaving Charlotic, and Miss Margaret
While Man and Wife, on | work the men more than eight he m greeted the throng at Gireen
i even if the wanted to ile, shaking hands with vomen
Front Seat, Escape. Yl B |and girls. At Bencca, Ga. the Presi
. J. H. Beattie and Mre. Boattie | Enormous Night Force. | «fent presented with a small bunch
left Hastings In their touring car The new law permits us to put on an ' -" II..I;. :"I.-..I -.r-” ‘Ir.-”illr :‘l.rlt'.
r'r:‘.:-r.' before O o'clock  yesterda: {enormous night force, so that all the | ‘ : -'.IT.;-:‘.‘-,TI:. . .\-!Ih.,-,\,t_;;.
FRO0: Or n s | il } ' irthpii -1 £
: b rond ar freah carviers 10O laks e | preasident’'s elder daughter
and Mrs. Beattie =at beside him iIn & grer thing tn the morning. Mall s ha- I'he President and Mrs. W .
front scat. ‘1'|5" e il kT RV ASA TtaE ! res l-.‘. and Mr Wilson stond
Thelr route was along Hrondwa _‘\'\‘ FEs mmke el b o y i the car platform and polnted eut
Ag the itne to Lthe cstate of Carl I' : :-.- [, '_I .' the LD to thelr daughter the
Trube, which faces Broadway an I:,--l P I'r, ' ks b\ A i Fleanor and Margaret
midway belween Hastings and D .;1. earcd &8 ' Tht «t ) | Where's “Tom” Hanev ™ asked the
Ferry, a lovust tree  probabls macesvecy 8 Ak recetved this  president of il of rEONE
P higl p | G R evening and even unt Lo-morrow | ahao 1 ga at ) s it
= . ) " .- Lwill be de ered befora dinner tim Eri
- ||I-I‘.I. .ILI ‘.ll[: ‘.I'_ll' .I"I“Ill : !r",i'.: 19 About noon sterday the postmaster Here he i sald a vo the
faot in his pocket, for the tree landed took o .-H-. 'I’:T-:-'-Kil '1:-«' eorridors of +dividual referred 1o, o somewhnt aged
across 1l roar seats, almost ”,._1:“" general postofice ':'.' sighed ."' th| bt vigorous looking statlon master,
the ir LV es Onl thi !‘.i.:.'.'n:lt:llf wl he saw t I.' e long ln “"'i',' yred
hranches stru Dr. and Mrs. Beattie, | .. e u.:m’" e II"I.I:I ol The President and the station ‘ma
slightly scratehing their faces *dispatch their gifts had dwindled be-|ter shook hands warmi Haney hos
The weight of the tree held the car fore each < indow to i mere handful of ! heen station master for P, fif1
firm 1ile the whesls ground _»,.,_'.'n' rried and exhausted Leings I l"I ecars, and remembers the fami well
roadwa | meant that the backbone of the rush | W jves In the old i t
The shork was sn severe that the { ARG el .“I;‘.” and - that from chen ed.
Beattics were unable to speak for s o L‘h, BOL IS TN TR TERE N yaRIRed N B g
eral minutes. They were seated in the bit The incoming mails continusd as i Mr. Proeident® Wi
car, overcome fright, when Edward | A € ll.l‘l:r e .‘;“r ok ‘l”..m DAL ) ' I”.r :
8, Perot, president of the Natlonal | but then New Yorkefs themseives bad I'm nu . N replied the Pres
Conduit and Cable Company, whose car | already sent moxt of those presents | dent, smilingl
had heen hlocked by the long tree destined for relatives and friends out ‘Mavhe vou had betier not stand ot
elimbed over it and came to them {of town n the cold,” cautioned some one in the
An automebile was called from Dobbs | J. 3. Leott, chief clerk in this city of | crowd, and the President thinked him
erry and it brought the Beatties|'™ rallway mall service. said yesterday | o his solicitude . :
ome. Their tHBINE cuts were quickly that the Pennsylvania and Grand Cen-| The engines were ,:.H-.-gr'.[ quiekls
——— trial terminals had been handling =« | and the train started, while the h:‘,ljll
1t being Impossible for traffic !”-*lml'r' average during this week of T_Iun! ful of spectators waved goodh [he
move while the tree remained where it BRCKN OF Jaacel RORL HRE, SRCN. By :":Il:‘. oTRE e RS The
was, pollcemen spent an hour « h*l|-|m,g]"""""‘m“ an avirige of twenty-five '! resident slepit .u!urlr.:: the afternoon
a cleiar wa | pleces of mall He estimated flu;n.iﬂlli did no work an his correspond
Undoubtedly the wind and rain of | 1W=R) o Lo as the average daily | #nce In \:l:»m..‘ '1"'“"f: the ..r..|_',. he
Tuegday weakened the tree at |h..:""”'l" r of sucks handled each at thae) left the train with Dr. l.r.-l'---l This
roots. 1I-:rli- and the Central Raflroad of New | Wwas the first time he I.1.|1| left the car
Jergey terr.fnals, S0 at the Lacka- 8ince It sturted from the capital
———— "_'_-_-"m__“|“.'m!m terminal, (WW) at the Long i":'i I, ‘:r."l'.r-m‘| I8 much  encosraged
Thl‘s A‘lorniﬂg‘s n’eu’.s’ land Clty terminal and NN on Staten | over the President’'s condition, sayving
{ thet his health s hetter than in weeks,

|
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Island,
All Delivered To-day.
I the
night that with the two dellveries (his

was sald at
gorning all the
the rallroands had been able to get into
the city would be distributed.

The cxperience of the Jocal depart-
ment was duplicated on a smaller scale
in every part of the greater city and of
the United States For the most part
the postmasters had been amply fore-
warned regarding the extra burden of
mail to expect this Christras, due to
the enhanced popularity of the parcel
pust, and had prepared themselves for
the emergency.

“The worst rush
Postmaster Edmund
Rrooklyn, yesterday
tions in that offive

All mall collected in the borough was
belng sent away as faust as brought in.
but the office was slightly hehind in
ihe matter of delivering mail from out-
side, and Mr. Voorhels feered that
heavy mails from Manhattan late in
the night or early in the morning might
1esull in some congestion

“The parcel post |s working well,” he
told a Tribune reporter, “hut it is mik-
Ing an enormous lot of work for us,
We have seventy-four extra clerks on
duty, all on that work, while the reg-
ular men are working sixteen hours a
day. Rerelpts so far this month are
SO000  greater than for the corre-
sponding period of last year,

“Christmas Day we will 150
extri wagons on, deljvering stuff that
will have come In. The carriers will
make but one delivery, but they will
have to take out all there is ready for

Continued on second page, third column.

ever” is the way
W. Voorhels, of
described condl-

have

pastoffice fast |

Christmas mail which |

and that the relaxation from the strain

|_ ttending his strenuous labnrs over the
legislation hias done much to
1 condition

| CErrenes

| impraye Presldent s

ITALIAN AND MONEY GONE

!
| Police Seek Man Accused of
Fraud —May Have Sailed.

the
pire-

charging

false

warrant
under

Armed with a
obtaining of
tences, the pollce are looking for Vin
cenzo Latterulo, who left
No. 82 Heaver street, last Frida
= supposed to have salled after cashing
n check for 17000, which he changed
into tallan mones

In Just what way
the monev that provokes the charge is
not admitted by the pergons Interested
in capturing him.  He eomducted Lusi
ness under the name of the Algonguin
Leather Company and lved on Staten
Isiand. His “offe” was a desk In the
office of It Amazagan & Co, lmporters

The police have learned that a few
diys before he disappeared he can-
celled a reservation he had made for
Havre on a French Line steamer, book -
ing under the name A, Cruze, which

maoney

and

Wik not an inappropriate  cognomen
for an intended voyager to assume,
T. Seton Jevons, of Noo 40 Wall

street, a lawyer, sald yesterday he was

nat willing to digcuss the case until
some trace of the fugitive had been
galned

“1 cannol even give You now the

amount Involved,” he sald, “for we are
not certain ourselves.  We are devol-
ing all of our time to the chase, hut
have not recelved any encouraging
news so far.”

President Gives Christmas|

shaking hands with ¢

his ofMice, at |

Latterulo obtained |

YOU CAN USE THOSE
GIFT RUBBERS TO-DAY.

|

This day, as they say at the ar-
[ mory, is Christmas, and this story.
as you will say yourself, will give
you no idea of what the weather will
be, for it is based on nothing more
substantial than the weather fore-
caster’s predictions.

Taking that as an excuse to ram-
ble an, the morring and early after-
| noen will be cloudy, and rain may
1| finish up the merry day. The fore-
cester sincerely hopes that it won't
rain, but it is deubtful if his desires
will carry much influence. I

On Friday, he remarks cheerfully,
we may have snow, He will not !
venture to say how heavy the storm
may be.

He stops there.
guess beyond Friday.

He refuses to

|
|

GIRL CHOPS ARM

TO DIE FOR LOVE

83 KILLED IN PANIC
AT CHRISTMAS FETE

Victims of False Alarm of Fire Given by
Unknown Man at Calumet, Mich.,
Mostly Children of Miners.

STAIRWAYS BLOCKED BY CORPSES

Calumet, Mich., Dec. 24.—At least
eighty-three persans, mostly
were kiiled to-night at a Christmas

colebration of
needless

Leaders in the Wild Rush for Safety Suffocated by the
Weight of Those Following Them—Few
Think to Use Fire Escapes.

way and lay them in a row beside the

chitdren, | butlding, This disposition of the crums-

pled bodies was found inadvisable be-
cause of the hysterin it caused among

copper mine Strikers in{the spectators, and the corpses were

carried back into the hall as zoon us it

11043 ' . an Italian hall hecause of @
Victim of Odd Mania Inflicts _ R Eangils -
; - panic caused by a false alarm of fire | was emptied of the frightened peraons
Twenty-six Wounds on Her- & | hundred miners and|All the chalrs were lined with bodiis
3 hile severa Tundre: niners i other i 3 e
1 self with Axe. _ eSS gninn'i .llﬂl vorpses had to be placed In
. thelr wives looked on, the childrenfthe kitchen of the hall and beneath the
- . '] 1 1
H b ' uns Carrespondent.] pressed eagerly toward the stage 1o stlage.
e oy y O
1. Hempstead IJ ong lIsland, Dec. 24.— | roceive Christmas presents. Just then Inslde of an hour nearly every one in
Lying on the foor in a faint, with her | Calumet was s near the scene 4s it
left arm hacked until the flesh was cut | a man put his head through the duer was possible to get. The pollce formed
¥ LES T 0 get, & i ormer,
to ribbhons. Miss Jennie Haff, elghteen | of the hall and 3 elled “"Fire! a cordon about the place and kept back
3 " 3 e IH M in Ta ALl L Q.
pars ol mr. found in I'_ woodshed The cry was taken up by these in]the crowd. After much effort a lane
bl el Bl il e "‘"‘“:'l‘l. the hall Every one started for the wasa opened through the crowd and the
this afternoon ¢ wWas taken to the ) ¥ 0 V e Were car
ARenl Hosoltal. where 3t was suid]aoe The weaker were thrown to bodies of the children were carried
_'. i el 1-”“ ot | o - . thass. bohind tiied miihmuxh ranks of moaning and wailing
she will probal e fror : IH" oor ANt OB parents to Red Jacket Village Hall,
1 |"\"'| | : 5 . l litnh over those ahcad of them which was made Lito a morgue, [t wios
I mania sefzed the girl while she ' mant ol , . ¥
was slone In the e, (L is helieved ; Panic Follows False Alarm. jmang hours before all the bodles ware
- “l ] -t- | tdentitied,
1| roing v the woudshed she at- The atair p s -
nd g I.m. 1 J I |; ‘l h | :::g "“ ! The stalrway and other avenue of | During the confusion seyver hislies
| tempted to end her lfe by sever: thi :
| ny _' lrn \‘m adicd e egress were blocked, o that those in=)of children were wrongly identificd by
rteries in her ar ¥ 1§ xe, ] }
'".11 arotitl ha |I every reason to be 8lde could not get out and those with- | mothers and taken away, only to be re-
happy &t home. and onfy a few days | out eould not get in 1o ald the panic :urnn].l l:ﬂn;r b lhf-r;arnnn-_ “-:1.. h::d
ound their own offspring safe, n
fgn her engagcmnment wWas annount ed to ik e 4 t was some
i e : o I* ; 1 § o e stricken crowd in the hall, | ' other cases parents ran about for same
OW T Valetine, an emplove |r " . . P
2 : ' A ' time befors the panic suhsided time uncertain whether their children
rne vn pRstoliive
It was when Mrs. Haff the mother The alarm was spread outside the | were dead or alive. Liar mothers
retirned from @ shopping tour to-day | hall by a few persons who had heen fainted, ‘while fethers cursed a1l thns
3 g who interfere 1 the ad sean
that shd discovered her wounded near the door and had escaped unhurt. I .”] 8 —r“t s i g search
[ Gaughter. The girl moanad deliriously : = G S the ork ni‘ ost rirls and boyva.
TR i T At LS S il A crowd soon assembled ane B WO For hours frantic women ran through
not worthy of her suitor. | of clearing, the hall was hegun the strects calling for their lttle nes.
Going to the woodshed, the l:'.rl' The principal exit was a narrow | Efforts were made to calm the frantie
placed her left arm on a chopping [ stalyway at the back of the hail women, and many were taken ia‘e
hiock snd struck it repeatedly with the r : 2 I \eared of the homes that had not heen bereaved, so
P —— When found her arm was When this had bLieen cled that they might have proper attention.
htoken Ir o5 while there were | bodies that Alled it to the top and 8} In this way sometimes husbands and
| twenty-six s inflicted Physi- | quick accounting had been made it Was wives wers separated.
clans last night expressed wonder that | oo o0 that seventy-four corpses had Over 300 Children in the Hall
RV, Aff was ahle to inflict so many 1 -
I:“:.,” It ‘:‘I: ::f, naciasaiy (0 RSO been piled up beside the hail bulldips. Of the 700 pergons in the hall more
t ;-n ‘f. F .:--.; f the girl recovers suf It {8 thought that a dozen nthers were | than three-fourths were children, many
!.: ent strength te undergo the opers- | cyrried away by friends :“r them having gone without their par-
e D : = 100 Wanid jents, These fathers and mothers soon
T ] AT hat were plied up besxide
| Th fead tha ere | ¥ rugshed to the scene and added to the

|

COUCH'S FRIEND A SUICIDE

| Quits Work on Christmas Tree
! to Shoot Himself.

¥ clegraph to The Trid
o4 - Stanley
himself to-

pistol

d‘. ’- M I.l"‘.
and killed
ald-fashioned
E. He
leading jeweller
in

Month

|l‘ -"l“l“" sl
| night

1hout

with 15

twn feet wie for sev-

of this

rs the

age. but had not been businesas
® vears
Friends think
lof Melvin M. o
| anced his act. Hi

Cou'l and  the

fiirr Ay
| for n

Bl

death
infly
close friend of
thiat the

H{e

the tra

have

that
weh ma)
was f
15

<Uimise

|.1-... losure of the lawyver's doulle

[ 1 preved tpon his mind. as he talked

continually ahou
left the members of hig fam-
A

smith
Christmias tree,
haid
ipstaira and shot himself

which Emith killed
presented him some

Couch and was a roli

iy preparin

i whitch he heen assisting.

and went
The

himaelf w

with

gun
Lo

vears ago hi of |

the trial of “Jack™ Allen, the bist man
hanged in Sullivan County and whom
Couch was instrumental n convieting
while he was District Attornes

LOUIS SOCKALEXIS DEAD

!Pcnobscnt Indian Famous as
Ball Player and Athlete

Bangor, Me., Dee, 24, —Louls Socka-
jexis, s FPenobseot Indian who won
fame as a ball plaver, dropped aead

from heart digense while engaged in a
logging operation in the town of Bur-
| ington to-dayv. His hody was removed
[ to his home in Old Town to-night

ASCH FIRE VICTIMS
VALUED AT $75 EACH

Owner of Triangle Waist Factory
' Settles Nine Suits on
That Basis.
By paving £I0 for each. Jogeph J
Agch, who owned the bullding bearing
his name when it was destroyved by fire

Lon Mareh 25, 1911, in which about 140
fives were lost, has Leen relleved of
further llabillty for nine of thoss

deatha for which the ndministrators of
the victims have brought sult. Per-
migslon to compromise for this amount
was granted hy Surrogate Fowler yes-
| terday on the application of the admin-
! {sLrators,

| The girle killed in the fire were em-
11.1““-3 of the Triangle Waist Company,
[Suits were flled also against Max
I glanck and Isaac Harrls, constituting
the Triangle Company. These suita
Are ;n-[ll“llx.

The offer of a $T) compromise was
made by the Amsterdam Casualty
Company, in which Asch held a policy,
Asch denied all Hability, but consented
to the settlement that the casualty
company might be relieved of the ne-
cessity, ag required under the state in-
gurance [aws, of maintaining a reserve

the hall included thirty-seven girls.
nineteen bovs, thirteen women and five

men. Excited men and women stood

kaut the building, xome dazed by the

sudden change from holtday festivities
tee tragedy, others calllng hysterically
4,

for ol and a few even

threatening vinlence

A OINESINE

to the rescuers for

keeping them back from the long row

af hodies

Only Three in Hospitals.

Thare was nof much work for the

many (nctors who wurrled to the scene
as saop as the alarm was spread, for
{hese who were not killed in the first

rush were held upright and safe by the

very foree of the onrush toward the
exit, Only three injured persons were
taken to hospitals, and a few went

home with the assistance of friends
or many days the children of the

capper mine strikers had walted ex-
pectantly for the Christmas tree exer-
cises that had been arranged hy tha
woman'as Auxiliary  of the Western
Federation of Miners, The entertain-
ment was set for the sarly ey ening, and
the hall, which s on the second floor,
was soon Mled to its limit,

Tha cliildren selected to recite Christ-
mas selections and sing carols had fin-
jshed thelr part of the programme, and
the man selected to play the part of
Sante Claus had appeared to distribute
the presents that wers piled around the
large illuminated tree

The children instruected
march up the to the tree,
that the presents could be handed to
them.  The alsles were filled with the
hovs and girls when a large, bearded
man thrust his head in at the door of
the main hallway and shouted “Fire!”

Woman's Efforts Useless.

Mrs, Ceesar, who was near the door,
realized the import sof the act, and
selzed the man by the shoulders and
tried to counteract the alarm. It was
useless, The man wrested himself
from her grasp and ran away. The
cry of “Fire!” was repeated through-
out the room,

The word was shouted in several lan-
£UAZeS N8 parcnts rose and rushed for-
ward to get their children. The lives
were crushed out in almost a twinkling.
Then the physical impossibility of
further movement brought the panicky
persons to thelr senses, It was re-
alized too late that there was no fire,
hut most of those in the hall could not
get out of the jam that they had
caused,

Palicemen and firemen hurried to the
building, to find the hall congested.
several officers climbed the fire es-
capes and entered by the windows, In
a short time the uninjured and the
taint had been pulled from the tangle
of human beings and placed in the
front of the hall,

Corpses Set on Chairs.

Other men began to pull the hodius

were to

alsles 20

against the claims made against Asch.

of the dead and helpless from the stalr-

i

confusion. They did not understand
what had taken place and hindered the
rescuers by insisting on information u.s
to what was the matter,

There was a fire escape at the rear
of the bullding, but only those who
wera very near it could make any uyse
of it untll after the fatal rush was
over. Probably not more than a hun-

dred perzons2 escaped the
way of this fire escape
more jumped from the windows
which they sat, As {1
feet from the ground, the
cause injury

The ltallan hall

firat rush by
About 4 seora
neat
was nol many
Jump did not

five
I provided for
was thouglht. The en-
was a hallway about ten
A stairway about elght feet wide
led up from ihis vestibule to a small
landing about eight by ten feet. The
main door of the hall opened on this

was hullt about
agon anil W
emergencles, It
trince

deep,

VOATS Was

feot

landing. ‘There is a small cloak room
aboutl ten feet square to one side of
the main door

The losa of life was heavy at the

smiall door of this room. The rush ap-
parently turned many against the door
af this room and crushed them to death

within the doorway.

Stairway Packed with Dead.

The greatest number of dead in any
place, howeyver, was at the bottom
of the stairs, Thoese who reached the
stalrs first ovidently hurled to
the bottom by those hehind, and In th's
fashion the stairway was filled to the
cejling

That death most
due to suffocation under the weight of
those who fell last indicated by
the fact that few of the corpses bore
marhs f injuries, Bodies
crumpled and broken, but the features
were not ent or brulsed,

Precautions Taken Against Fire.

It was ascertained that there
no fire in the building to cause the
Even the Christmas tree did
not show any evidence of fire. It was
Hghted by electricity and every pre-
cautlon had been taken those In
charge of the entertainment to avold
count of the large number

ans

wWere

in instances WAS

WASs

i were

WASs

alarm.

by

danger on ac

of children.
Mrs. Annle Clemens, president of the

women's auxiliary, in charge of the en-
tertainment, said that she was on the
stage directing the distribution of glfts
when the panic started. She and other
women had been intent on Keeping the
children in line and orderly, as they
were eager to see what Santa Claus
had brought them.

Mrs. Clemens sald that the boys and
girls had been very patient, In spite of
the tiresome wait, and that the women
af the committee had just remarked to
each other how well the youngsters
behaved, when the cry of “Fire!" spread
through the house. She said the
women in charge tried to scem the on-
riush and quiet the people, but thelr
shouts of warning that nothing was
wrong wera futlle

The children even were selzed with
panic, but the smailer ones, many not

.



